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This Booklet Is Dedicated to the Past, Present and Future
Members of the Garden Club of Madison

The Garden Club of Madison
1924 - 2024

The purpose of the Garden Club of Madison is to advance the fine art  
of gardening, the study of horticulture, landscape design and artistic design.  
Club members aid in the protection and conservation of natural resources  

and participate in civic beautification projects.

Club Presidents, 2024 - 2025

Pam Gallagher  
Philippa Mannino 

2024

Sue Kelley 
Marleen Pacelli 

2025
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The Garden Club of Madison: 100 Years!

Still Growing Strong:  At the Garden Club of Madison’s Centennial reception held at Scranton Library, October 17, 2025 (left to right):   
Library Director Allison Murphy; Dotty Budnick and Nan Sutherland (organizers of Palettes to Petals exhibit); Allan and Penny Katz  
(donors of the Katz art collection); 2025 Co-President Sue Kelley; 2024 Co-President Pam Gallagher; 2025 Co-President Marleen Pacelli; 
Elinor Griffith (organizer/editor of GCM’s historic exhibit) and 2024 Co-President  
Philippa Mannino. Photo: Amy Etra Photography.

This booklet highlights 100 years of history for the Garden Club of Madison (est. 1924), its current projects and 
how it is educating a new generation in creating a healthy environment for the future. The following pages also 
capture some of the festivities our 114 members organized for this momentous anniversary.

Our Club is proudly part of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut (est. 1929), which boasts more than 
6,500 members in 113 clubs across the state; also part of the National Garden Clubs, Inc., comprised of 140,000 
members from 5,000 member clubs. All to say, a lot of us dig gardening!

In so many colorful ways, large and small, we cherish beautifying and serving the Madison community.



Caption 1Caption 2 Photo of 1st GCM club minutes, perhaps with this text highlighted or used as a caption:  Garden Club Minutes, Sept 23, 1924.Caption 3

Mary Grenelle Wilcox, club founder.  A real power couple with her husband 
George; in 1917, he started the Madison Historical Society with only one 
bi-law… no talk of “war, work and worries.” (Source: CLEMA)
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Mary Grenelle Wilcox, club founder. 
(Source: CLEMA)

Garden Club Minutes, Sept 23, 1924.
(Source: CLEMA)

For a glimpse of how Mary Grenelle’s husband founded the Madison Historical Society and secured the Allis-Bushnell House to
“celebrate the lively history of Madison,” go to www.madisonhistory.org (about/history)
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“Madison will never be the same,” wrote Helen Marsh after seeing half of the spruce 
trees destroyed on the Green. (Courtesy of CLEMA)

In the Garden Club minutes, only one stark sentence. 
(Courtesy of CLEMA)

Hurricane of 1938 (Source: C.T. Chave)

In New England, damage was immense: 682 people killed; 700 injured; and 4,500 homes, 2,600 boats, and 
26,000 automobiles destroyed. For more, go to connecticuthistory.org (Hurricane of 1938).
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To learn more about Clarissa Munger Badger, visit 
https://www.madisonhistory.org/key-people/clarissa-munger-badger/

Frontispiece from Wild Flowers Drawn and Colored from Nature by Mrs. C. M. Badger used 
with permission of the Madison Historical Society. (Photo by Bob Gundersen)

In 1859, Charles Scribner published Clarissa Munger Badger’s Wild Flowers Drawn and 
Colored from Nature, illustrated with twenty-two plates of her charming paintings. Born 
in East Guilford (now Madison), Clarissa was considered one of America’s foremost 
botanical artists. The poet Emily Dickinson owned a copy of this book. That inscribed 
volume, now in the collection of Harvard University, was featured in a 2017 exhibition 
at the famed Morgan Library in New York.



“The Green in Madison”: For  the US Bicentennial in 1976, professional artist 
and Garden Club member Alva Marsh Curtis created “Mapping of the Trees.” 

Curtis’ paintings and sculptures were displayed at the National Gallery, 
the Smithsonian, and Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford.
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Terrill Belknap Marsh (center), Mrs. Herbert J. Clough (left), Mrs. Donald Holmes, president (right) 
(Source: The New Haven Register, 1974)
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Projects Funded by the 
      Johnson Bequest 1994 - 2024
ABC House
Academy School
Allis-Bushnell House
Bauer Park
Chittenden Memorial
Concord Meadow
Daffodil planting town-wide — 
  now up to 20,000 �owers!
Deacon John Grave House
East Wharf
GreenUp CleanUp
Hammonasset Park
Jeffrey School
Madison: trail development at Town Campus
Madison: window boxes downtown

Madison Post Of�ce
Madison Town Green
Memorial Gardens
Mercy Center
North Madison Circle
Old Madison Train Depot
Salt Meadow Park
Scranton Library
Surf Club
Tuxis Brook
Tuxis Pond
Visiting Nurse Association
Walkway Planting Behind CVS
West Cemetery
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Palettes to Petals: Katz Collection Reimagined.

To celebrate the Garden Club of Madison’s 100th anniversary, Club members created floral designs to match 
selected artworks in the Scranton Library Art Collection. This art was donated by Madison residents Penny and 
Allan Katz, both art and antique dealers. Penny is a trustee of the American Folk Art Museum and for more than 
20 years, Allan has been a featured appraiser on the PBS show “Antiques Roadshow.” 

Photo credits: Amy Etra Photography.

24 25

Katz Family with Artwork: “Quiet Night.”

“Passage.” Floral design by  Barbara Rosenblum.

“Patrick’s Porch.” Floral design by Jacinta Rafferty.

“Spruce.” Floral design by Dotty Budnick and Nan Sutherland.

Untitled. Floral design by Lois Nichols.

“Signification Colorée.” Floral design by Marleen Pacelli.
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“Starspace Nightlight Sun Center by Earth.” Floral design by Carolyn Bernard.

“Cumulus.” Floral design by Carolyn Bernard.

“Pear.” Floral design by Donna Lenkeit.

“Maine Pond Reflection.” Floral design by Lois Nichols.

“Tom-Tom.” Floral design by Barbara Rosenblum.

“Quiet Night.” Floral design by Colleen Cummings, Michele Moran 

and Denise Rose.

Photo credits: Amy Etra Photography.
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100
 Years!
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Deacon John Grave House

uilt in 1685, the Deacon John Grave House remained in the same family for 300 years and is one of the best 
preserved 17th century houses in Connecticut. In 1983, faced with destruction, a group of concerned citizens 
formed a foundation to “Save the Grave.” Flower gardens adorned the property.

One of GCM’s obligations is the “protection and conservation of Madison’s gardens, parks and public places.” In 1998, 
Garden Club member Lee Haines took on the project of restoring the Grave home’s perennial �ower gardens, with input 
from Rudy J. Favretti, a UConn professor of landscape architecture.

 

—Lindyl Arno

       “Using plants from my own garden and others,” says Lee, 

                                “we had a better range of plants for a really good sequence of blooms.”

he town of Madison, along with Yale, held a competition for students to build a pavilion at East Wharf beach. Students 
from Yale’s School of Art and Architecture won. 1982, donated designs and services. The Garden Club provided 
landscaping, including large boulders and sunny daffodils.

In 1994, the East Wharf Garden was artfully redesigned by club member Lee Haines, and was an early project supported 
by funds donated by Dr. Harry and Tee Johnson. Over the years, Lee has worked with landscaper Tom Donnelly of Nature’s 
Design, creating spectacular seaside displays, including Russian Sage, Montauk Daisies, Butter�y Weed and grasses.

East Wharf Seaside Garden

T
“The goal of the designs,” says Lee, “is to plant diverse shrubs

               and �owering plants that could withstand salt spray and dry conditions.”  —Lindyl Arno

East Wharf Seaside Garden
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GaJames Madison Memorial 
& 9/11 Gardens

he Garden Club lovingly maintains these gardens. Dutch Heilman, then President 
of the Madison USA Society, was planning a project honoring the 250th birthday 
of James Madison and the town’s 175th anniversary. 

Then came the terrorist attacks of 9/11/2001. Dutch ran into Marilyn Bullis, looking for a 
place to honor her �ight attendant daughter, Dianne Bullis-Snyder.

Three others with Madison roots are also commemorated: Peter Gelinas, Anthony Demas 
and Robert Peraza. And in 2023, club member Lee Haines redesigned the gardens. Now a 
tapestry of texture and leaf shapes, with occasional hydrangea blooms (Dianne’s favorite)
for seasonal interest.  —Lindyl Arno

T
        “The idea to merge was embarked 

                                                 on immediately,” Dutch said.

Veterans Garden
huge boulder sits by the side of Boston Post Road near the Green with this inscription, “Erected to honor 
those of Madison, CONN who answered their country’s call and gave their services for the great cause of Liberty,” 
with the dates 1917 - 1919. 

In 1924, the boulder was moved to its present location, brought about by the Fortnightly Club. Five years later they 
approached the Garden Club to improve the plot around the memorial.

A

Veterans Garden

       So began a wonderful �oral tribute over the years to all those who have 

                                                                  served our country and are gone before us.
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Allis-Bushnell House                    
he Garden Club has a long-standing “hand and (gardening) glove” relationship with 
the Madison Historical Society. For seven decades we have beauti�ed its historic 
Allis-Bushnell House with landscape design, planting, �oral arrangements and even 
fairy houses, all to help showcase the Colonial property. During holidays, we also 

adorned it with �oral arrangements.

For the US Bicentennial, the Garden Club transformed its herb garden into a potager garden, 
with ornamental food.  Along oyster-shell paths, strollers brushed up against English lemon 
balm, sage, sweet marjoram and chamomile. —Lindyl Arno

T
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On the Road.

Our celebratory Centennial exhibit soon hit the road for others to enjoy. Its first stop? The Healing Arts Gallery 
in the Smilow Cancer Hospital at Yale-New Haven. This six-month exhibit in 2025 was arranged by GCM mem-
ber Roz Cama; an interior designer, Roz also hosted our May 2024 100th anniversary luncheon at her home, 
which is situated on land owned by Club founder Mary Grenelle Wilcox... call it, going “back to the future!”

Next, among other stops, the exhibit will enliven the walls of the Madison Senior Center




